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CBCF 52nd Annual
Legislative Conference

Atty. Patrice Sulton (right) introduces DC Justice Fel-
lows Jessa Royer (left) and Kenya Whitaker (center).

JANS — Washington, DC: From September 20-24, the
Congressional Black Caucus Foundation (CBCF) held its
52nd Annual Legislative Conference. Its theme is “Secur-
ing Democracy. Protecting Our Freedoms. Uplifting Our
Culture.”

Among the thousands attending dozens of CBCF panel
discussions and other CBCF events were legislators, schol-
ars, and activists working on education, economic develop-
ment, public health, and civil and social justice issues.

In addition to formal CBCF meetings, nearly 100 private
sector businesses and organizations hosted events at venues
throughout the DC metro area. These events underscored
the importance of the CBCF’s work and provided oppor-
tunities for CBCF attendees to continue their discussions
beyond the formal CBCF meetings.

DC Justice Lab, one of the premier organizations in DC
working on reform of the criminal legal system, hosted a
“mixer” at The Point restaurant. Hundreds of people from
all walks of life attended.

Attorney Patrice Amandla Sulton, DC Justice Lab found-
er and executive director, briefly addressed the crowd. She
thanked the board of directors, staff, and donors for their
generous contributions of time, money, and other resources
to help DC reimagine how best to ensure community safety.

Sulton also introduced DC Justice Fellows Jessa Royer
(Howard University Law School) and Kenya Whitaker
(University of the District of Columbia Law School). Royer
and Whitaker expressed their excitement about joining DC
Justice Lab and working on the criminal legal reform and
other policy positions it is advancing.
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The Counsel General of Israel, Anat Sultan-Dadon, wsnts Jackson State University to meet with Acting President Elayne
Hayes-Anthony, Ph.D.; the executive cabinet; student leaders; and JSU faculty/staff to discuss partnerships and opportuni-
ties for various faculty and students.

Consul General of Israel visits JSU and talked
potential for forelgn exchange opportunities

By ANTHONY HOWARD
JA Guest Writer

Jackson State University wel-
comed the Consulate General of
Israel to the Southeastern United
States, Anat Sultan-Dadon, to
campus and discussed bilateral
relationships between the uni-
versity and Israel. Sultan-Dadon
expressed interest in learning
about the goals and work being
done at the university.

“We really appreciate this
wonderful session and I look
forward to working with you.
The university is very invested
in research efforts and if we can,
we’d like to look at different re-
search opportunities in Israel as
well,” said Acting JSU President
Dr. Elayne Hayes-Anthony.

During the session with
Hayes-Anthony and the JSU Ex-
ecutive Cabinet, Sultan-Dadon,
shared their interest in study
abroad opportunities for students
and faculty.

“We place very high impor-
tance on working with HBCUs.
We also see a great importance
in furthering relationships within
the region,” explained Sultan-
Dadon. “During our two-day
trip in Mississippi, it was really
important to us to have the op-
portunity to get acquainted.”

The 84th Miss Jackson State
University, Lauren Temple,
gave the Consulate General of
Israel and her team a tour of

Miss

JSU Lauren Temple
shares the story of the Jackson
State Tragedy that took place
at Alexander Hall, claiming
the life of Phillip Gibbs and

James Green.
(Photo: William H. Kelly 111/ JSU)

the university. The tour con-
cluded with a visit to the COFO
building where Robert Luckett,
Ph.D., director of the Margaret
Walker Center, gave a brief his-
tory about the civil rights edu-
cation center.

“I am very grateful for the
opportunity to speak with an
international leader about dif-
ferent topics happening in
the United States and Israel,”
said Temple. “This visit was a
great opportunity for students
to realize they can take their
careers beyond the country
and change lives across the
world.”

Sultan-Dadon and her team
concluded the JSU wvisit with
a meeting with student leaders
where they shared information
about how the students could
study abroad.

Wendell Shelby-Wallace
serves as special advisor for
strategic partnerships for the
Consulate General of Israel and
the Associate Director of Philos
Black and discussed the various

programs that grant HBCU stu-
dents the opportunity to travel
to Israel.

“We have an opportunity
through Philos Black to bring
African American students to
Israel. We take HBCU students
twice a year during a winter and
a summer trip and offer univer-
sities to send as many students
from their institution that they
desire. The point is to understand
how we connect to Israel as
Black people,” Shelby-Wallace
explained.

Sultan-Dadon and her team
piqued the interest of the stu-
dents while sharing the various
programs that provided students
with a foreign exchange oppor-
tunity which allows them to gain
work experience in their field of
studies in Israel.
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