
NNPA NEWSWIRE — The Racial Equity Impact Analysis (REIA) is the result of a year-long collaboration among gun violence prevention groups,
including Cities United, March for Our Lives. Led by the Educational Fund to Stop Gun Violence, organizations included the Community Justice
Action Fund, Consortium for Risk-Based Policy and the Johns Hopkins Center for Gun Violence Prevention and Policy at the Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public Health. According to a news release, REIA builds on a public health model that identiUes the social determinants
of health as a critical factor in violence.
The post DC Justice Lab Helps Create the Racial Equity Impact Analysis, a Gun Violence Prevention Tool Urst appeared on BlackPressUSA.
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Data shows that Black males ages 15 to 34 are shot at 21 times the rate of their white
counterparts, including being shot by law enforcement at disproportionately higher rates
than white Americans.

And according to several community groups, including the DC Justice Lab, unarmed African
Americans are over three times more likely to be shot and killed by police than white people.

The organization noted that amid an unprecedented surge in gun violence, primarily
concentrated in Black and Brown communities, solutions that do not exacerbate the
longstanding inequities are urgently needed.

With that, the DC Justice Lab joined groups like Cities United and March for Our Lives to
develop a new tool they said could help ensure solutions to gun violence become centered in
equity.

The Racial Equity Impact Analysis – or REIA – uses a set of questions to help decision-
makers, including legislators, government officials, and advocacy organizations, identify and
assess racial equity impacts before implementing a policy.

The organizations said the goal is to develop effective and equitable policies.
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“We collaborated with other organizations and received insight and support from many
experts in the field,” said Dr. Bethany Young, the DC Justice Lab deputy director.

“Black people and Latino people and other BIPOC communities are disproportionately
affected by police gun violence and community gun violence. So, we were looking for tools
that would allow communities to address the gun violence epidemic while ensuring that
they’re not contributing to or exacerbating existing racial inequities.”

The Racial Equity Impact Analysis (REIA) is the result of a year-long collaboration among
gun violence prevention groups, including Cities United, March for Our Lives.

Led by the Educational Fund to Stop Gun Violence, organizations included the Community
Justice Action Fund, Consortium for Risk-Based Policy and the Johns Hopkins Center for Gun
Violence Prevention and Policy at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health.

According to a news release, REIA builds on a public health model that identifies the social
determinants of health as a critical factor in violence.

These include lax gun laws, concentrated poverty, environmental lead, and alcohol abuse.

Specifically, REIA identifies and assesses factors bearing on racial equity before
implementing policy.

Officials could evaluate these factors to promote racial equity, reduce victimization, and
minimize arrests and incarceration.

If a policy already exists, this REIA tool can help guide ongoing implementation and
amendments to that policy to address identified equity concerns.

Ideally, this tool should be a collaborative process within, and beyond the organization, the
authors stated.

“The tool aims to address the root causes of violence in communities and set parameters
around when law enforcement is involved,” Dr. Young noted.

“Gun violence affects every community differently, so we want to get to the root of the
problem and avoid interaction with law enforcement.”

The report accompanying the tool noted that the impact of gun violence on the lives of
people within BIPOC communities remains devastating and that there is an over-reliance on
the heavily punitive criminal legal system to address violence.

The authors reported that Black men are arrested, denied bail, convicted or wrongfully
convicted at higher rates, and issued longer sentences than their white counterparts.

As a result, the authors concluded nearly half of all Black men would face arrest before 23.

Beyond laws that only focus on firearms, the authors maintained that the policy agenda of
gun violence prevention should work in tandem with other advocacy initiatives.

Dr. Young noted that this includes addressing racial inequalities in housing, education,
transportation, and the criminal legal system, which all contribute to gun violence.

As an example, the authors examined Colorado’s extreme risk protection order statute – or
ERPO.

The civil court orders are used to temporarily prohibit the possession and purchase of
firearms by persons a court deems to pose a significant danger of harming themselves or
others by possessing a gun.

The goal of ERPOs is to reduce firearm homicides and suicides by removing firearms from
individuals at high risk of committing gun violence.

The lack of trust between law enforcement and African Americans in Colorado only
deepened with the 2019 killing of Elijah McClain in Aurora.

“Colorado has quite the high rate of gun suicides attributed to white men, and one of the
communities most impacted by guns is white males,” Dr. Young stated.

“Yet, you still see a situation where Black people are experiencing the brunt of harsh law
enforcement tactics with a goal purportedly of reducing gun violence. But if they narrowly
tailored it as we noted in the report, they can address the problem of gun violence in
communities feeling the impact.”

Click here to view the full report.

The post DC Justice Lab Helps Create the Racial Equity Impact Analysis, a Gun Violence
Prevention Tool first appeared on BlackPressUSA.
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NNPA NEWSWIRE — This feeling of concern around socialization increases for the Black senior
community 55 and older with nearly 4 in 10 (39%) of these seniors reporting feeling socially
isolated, 13 percentage points higher than the total population of 55 and older. In addition, over 4
in 10 (43%) seniors in the Black community reported they are limiting what they do and where
they go in fear of catching COVID-19 –16 percentage points higher than the total population of 55
and older.
The post PRESS ROOM: Walgreens Eases Anxiety for Senior Shoppers with Monthly Seniors Day
Urst appeared on BlackPressUSA.
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Walgreens COVID-19 Pulse Check finds Seniors are Less Socially Active Now than Before the
Pandemic and Seeking Confidence in Socializing

DEERFIELD, Ill. — Today Walgreens unveils The Walgreens COVID-19 Pulse Check[1], a
quantitative study commissioned by the healthcare retailer, which surveyed over 1,000
senior adults 55 and older in the U.S. about their feelings on socializing after the pandemic.
As society moves past the impacts of this pandemic, the reality for many of the nation’s 41+

million seniors is that they still feel concerned about getting sick[2].

The survey reveals that an estimated 17 million (42%) of seniors agreed they are less socially
active now than they were before the pandemic. Additionally, an estimated 8.2 million (20%)
of seniors feel lonelier now than before the pandemic.

The research also reveals that seniors are missing activities they enjoyed pre-pandemic due
CONTINUE READING

April 14, 2023 – Join host Al McFarlane and expert contributors, Dr. Bravada Garrett-Akinsanya
and Dr. Oliver J. Williams, for an enlightening discussion on the beneUts of group therapy in Black
communities. Learn how creating safe spaces can promote collective healing and empower your
community. Don’t miss this opportunity to engage in this important conversation […]
The post Safe Spaces for Collective Healing: Group Therapy in Black Communities Urst appeared
on BlackPressUSA.
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Muscle and Power – Taking the 2023 BMW M2 Coupe for a Spin and walkaround. Looking for a
car that can deliver the ultimate driving experience? Look no further than the 2023 BMW M2
Coupe. This new model boasts an impressive 3.0-liter BMW M TwinPower Turbo inline 6-cylinder
engine, producing an incredible 453 horsepower at […]
The post Muscle and Power – Taking the 2023 BMW M2 Coupe for a Spin Urst appeared on
BlackPressUSA.
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