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STATEMENT FROM DC JUSTICE LAB IN RESPONSE TO “THE BODY-WORN CAMERA
TRANSPARENCY FOR USE OF FORCE AMENDMENT ACT OF 2026” & “FULL
ACCOUNTABILITY IN ARREST REPORTING EMERGENCY AMENDMENT ACT OF 2026”:

“DC residents should not have to beg for answers when force is used in their neighborhoods.

Right now, when incidents involve multiple agencies, especially federal immigration or law
enforcement, as we've seen recently, loved ones are left in the dark. There is confusion about
who was present, what happened, and who is accountable. That vacuum of information fuels
fear and erodes trust.

We need legislation as a response to that reality. If local officers are on the scene and using
body-worn cameras, the public deserves timely access to that footage when force is used.
Transparency cannot depend on which agency pulled the trigger.

We cannot normalize a system where agencies operate with little visibility, and residents are
expected to simply accept the outcome. Beyond use-of-force incidents, residents need
meaningful visibility into federal law enforcement activity with local police and in our
communities, transparency that is currently sorely lacking.

Without transparency, there is no accountability, and without accountability, there is no true
public safety.”

ABOUT DC JUSTICE LAB

DC Justice Lab is a team of law and policy experts researching, organizing, and advocating for
large-scale changes to the District of Columbia’s criminal legal system. We develop smarter
safety solutions that are evidence-driven, community-rooted, and racially just. We aim to fully
transform the District’s approach to public safety and make it a national leader in justice reform.
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