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Students from University of Maryland Carey Law Win 2026 Richard K. Gilbert
Policy Advocacy Competition
Students Recognized for Excellence in Legislative Advocacy and Policy Design

Wednesday, April 2, Washington, D.C. - DC Justice Lab announced the winners of the 2026
Richard K. Gilbert Policy Advocacy Competition, held this past weekend, bringing together law
students from across the country to showcase their skills in legislative advocacy.

Winner: Sarah Dudley and Eden Lewis, University of Maryland Francis King Carey
School of Law

Runner-up: Brittany Lovely and Cameron Witbeck, Georgetown University Law Center
Best Oral Advocate: Eden Lewis, University of Maryland Francis King Carey School of
Law

Best Written Submission: University of Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law

The annual competition, hosted by DC Justice Lab, is designed to encourage law students to
pursue careers in legislative advocacy and offers students the opportunity to build their legal
skills in the policy realm, including legal analysis and reasoning, legal research, and written and
oral communication.

Judges included DC Council Chairman Phil Mendelson, Ward 5 Councilmember Zachary
Parker, At-Large Councilmember Doni Crawford, and DC Justice Lab Policy Director Bethany
Young. Judges commended students for the strength of their arguments and expressed a desire
for even more time to engage with the issues presented.

The competition concluded with an awards presentation and reception featuring remarks from
Premal Dharia, board member of DC Justice Lab, DC Council Chairman Phil Mendelson, Jason
Downs of Hogan Lovells, and keynote speaker Dr. Andre Perry, senior fellow and director of the
Center for Community Uplift at the Brookings Institution. The reception highlighted the
importance of developing the next generation of legal advocates committed to advancing
equitable public policy.

The event honors Richard K. Gilbert, a champion of legal justice who believed that lawyers must
not only help individual clients, but also help society at large by changing laws for the better.
Richard was an adjunct professor at American University’s Washington College of Law, a
forceful advocate for criminal justice reform, and a mentor to DC Justice Lab’s founding
executive director. The Gilbert Policy Advocacy Competition honors Rich’s passion and his
mentorship of younger lawyers to become change agents.
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Learn more about the Richard K. Gilbert Policy Advocacy Competition:
https://dcjusticelab.org/policy-advocacy-competition
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ABOUT DC JUSTICE LAB
DC Justice Lab is a team of law and policy experts researching, organizing, and advocating for
large-scale changes to the District of Columbia’s criminal legal system. We develop smarter
safety solutions that are evidence-driven, community-rooted, and racially just. We aim to fully
transform the District’s approach to public safety and make it a national leader in justice reform.
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